
10   St. Mel’s Cathedral

Restoration Reserve Fund
As the Cathedral Restoration Project continues to develop it is evident that 
we will have to carry some costs which will fall outside our insurance claim.

While the fire was a great disaster, it is also an opportunity to develop the 
building for the future. Such improvements are known as enhancement 
or betterment. Examples include – improved toilet facilities, improved 

landscaping, provision of lifts, etc.

We have continued to receive generous donations from the public 
throughout 2011. These funds are held in the name of ‘Friends of St. Mel’s 

Cathedral’ and are overseen by the Parish Finance Committee.  
Donations have now reached €542,000.

If you wish to donate, you can do so:

By Post to Friends of St. Mel’s Cathedral,  
The Presbytery, St. Mel’s Cathedral, Longford.

By Bank Transfer to  
Bank of Ireland, Longford Sort Code: 90-17-73 Account No: 41420562

Please let us know you have made a donation as we would like to acknowledge 
your contribution. You can contact us at stmelcathedral@eircom.net

Longford Parish Finance Committee: Pat Chapman, Mary Donlon, Francis Hanley,  
Fr. Thomas Healy, Tom Mulligan, Evelyn Quinn

“Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart, and 
wait for the LORD” (Psalm 27:14)

S u n d a y  A u g u s t  7 t h  w a s  Fa m i l y  D a y  a t 
F l a n c a r e  P a r k  o r g a n i s e d  b y  P a s c a l  F l a h e r t y, 
P a d r a i g  Fa r r e l l  a n d  a  h o s t  o f  w i l l i n g  v o l -
u n t e e r s  i n  a i d  o f  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  R e s t o r a t i o n 
R e s e r v e  F u n d .   C a t h e d r a l  s a c r i s t a n  G e r r y 
R e i l l y  a n d  h i s  h e l p e r s  p r e p a r e d  a  l o v e l y 
a l t a r  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  b y  F r a n k  M c K i -
e r n a n  f o r  o u r   S u n d a y  M a s s  o n  t h e  h a l l o w e d 
p i t c h  o f  L o n g f o r d  To w n  Fo o t b a l l  C l u b.
	 Fo l l o w i n g  M a s s  c e l e b r a t e d  b y  B i s h o p 
C o l m  O ’ R e i l l y  t h e  d a y  s w u n g  i n t o  a c t i o n 
u n d e r  t h e  b a t o n  o f  M C  B e n n y  O ’ B r i e n ,  w i t h 
a  w o n d e r f u l  l i n e  u p  o f  t a l e n t  f r o m  t h e 
r e g i o n .  C h i l d r e n  e n j o y e d  b o u n c y  c a s t l e s , 
h a d  t h e i r  f a c e s  p a i n t e d ,  m u n c h e d  o n 
t a s t y  f o o d  a n d  t h e n  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s 
d a n c e d ,  c l a p p e d  a n d  s a n g  t o  t h e  m u s i c . 
A n d  w h a t  a  l i n e  u p  w e  h a d !  C h a r t  t o p p e r 
L a r r y  C u n n i n g h a m   w o w e d  t h e  c r o w d s 
w i t h  h i s  f a m i l i a r  c o u n t r y  s o n g s  a n d  t h e 
We e  A m i g o s  s t o l e  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  a l l   w i t h 
t h e i r  ‘ G a l w a y  G i r l ’ a n d  ‘ S a y  y o u  L o v e  m e ’.   
S e a m u s  M o o r e  t h e  J C B  M a n  d i d  h i s  J C B  s o n g 
a n d  h a d  e v e r y o n e  r o l l i n g  i n  t h e  s t a n d  w i t h 
‘ M y  L i t t l e  H o n d a  F i f t y ’.   T i e r n a n  D o l a n ’s 

p h o t o s  c a p t u r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  o f 
e n j o y m e n t .  M a n y  o t h e r  a r t i s t e s  r e g a l e d  t h e 
c r o w d s  a n d  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  d a y  w a s  d u e 
i n  n o  s m a l l  m e a s u r e  t o  t h e  h a r d  b e h i n d  t h e 
s c e n e s  w o r k  o f  m a n y  p e o p l e .  O u r  h e a r t f e l t 
t h a n k s  t o  m e m b e r s  o f  L o n g f o r d  To w n 
F. C . ,  B r e n d a n  G i l m o r e ,  S e c u r i t y,  a l l  t h e 
e n t e r t a i n e r s  a n d  a l l  w h o  a t t e n d e d .  I t  w a s 
a  w o n d e r f u l  Fa m i l y  D a y  a n d  o v e r  € 1 5 0 0  w a s 
r a i s e d  f o r  t h e  R e s e r v e  F u n d  o n  t h e  d a y.

Family Fun Day at Flancare Park

Birmingham Dance
Monsignor Pat Browne originally from Ferbane, Co. Of-
faly is a priest in St. Anne’s Parish, Alcester Street, Bir-
mingham. In the Springtime, his parish hosted a fundrais-
ing dance in their local Parish Centre in aid of St. Mel’s 
Cathedral Restoration Reserve Fund. It was fantastic to 
see so many warm hearted people getting together to help 
raise money for the Restoration Reserve Fund. 
	 Fr. Tom Healy attended the function on behalf of the 
Parish and proceeds amounted to €2,442 - sincere thanks 
to all.  


